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Wang informed Sun of his intentions, as he had informed the dis-
approving committee, but it is not clear what Sun's views were at
that time.
The original idea of an attack on the viceroy of Canton was
abandoned, but early in 1910 a more ambitious plot was hatched
by Wang and a few comrades, including the young woman from
Penang. They forgathered in Peking and tried to blow up the
Manchu Prince Regent. Wang took with him, sewn into his cloth-
ing, copies of The People's Journal containing his own articles
attacking Manchu misrule. Anxious to avoid unnecessary loss of
life, the conspirators selected a little frequented street along which
the heavily guarded Prince Regent sometimes passed. For three
^eights they worked, fixing fifty pounds of dynamite under a bridge*
On the third night, when it was thought the Regent would be re-
turning to his palace very late, the conspirators waited but were
unlucky to rouse a dog which set up such barking that the police
became suspicious. The dynamite was discovered and Wang and
his friends went into hiding. It was'decided that three of the party
should return to Japan to fetch more explosives and meanwhile
Wang and another man would remain in Peking. Wang went to
the railway station with the party for Japan and was so careless as
to take off his hat in bidding them farewell: like other revolutionists
he had cut off his queue and, when in China, wore a false one
attached to his hat. His politeness now exposed this. Naturally
%fche police were watching the railway station, so that the Tn^ with
the false queue, seeing off friends to Japan, was followed by detec-
tives to his secret lodgings. Wang's accomplice was equally in-
cautious, for te went back to the mined bridge a few hours after
its discovery by the police. He, too, was followed and his hiding
place found.
For more than a fortnight the police did jnotbing, perhaps in the
hope that a delayed arrest would net a larger catch. If the Prince
Regent had been blown up it would certainly have caused a sensa*
tion, but China was almost as startled by Wang's arrest and subse-
quent confession. He at once disclosed his name and said he had
come to the capital to kill The Prince Regent The very feet that
a man of Wang's standing, with a price of one hundred thousand
dollars on his head, should have dared to come to Peking was a
sensation. That he disclosed his identity and purpose, not under
torture but freely, was fiirtber matte for wonder. When asked why
be had sewn copies of his revolutionary writings into his ciothts